[Mechanism of the harmful action of chelating agents on pancreatic islet cells].
Injection of chelants into the body induces the development of intravital zinc histochemical reaction in the pancreatic islet cells. The relationship was noted between this reaction intensity, duration of zinc chelate sojourn in the cells and the degree of cell injury. It is concluded that basic to the mechanism of alterative action of chelants on the insulocytes is the formation in them of toxic complexes with zinc.